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Dear Film Independent Director’s Lab: 

My name is James Tuverson.  I’m an award-winning, WGA screenwriter interested in directing 
my first feature film, a thriller I wrote called “My Dirty Secrets.”  This screenplay recently won 
First Place at the 2010 Colorado Film Festival and has taken top honors at other screenwriting 
contests as well.  It has also been a finalist in 14 additional national screenwriting competitions. 

“My Dirty Secrets” is a gritty story about Sport McAdams, a 14-year-old boy who resorts to gay 
Internet prostitution to keep him and his younger brother together after their single mother 
abandons them.  The only adult he trusts is Miriam, a social worker and grieving mother, who 
establishes a unique phone friendship with him.  Sport learns that in a world of dirty secrets, 
shame can be your worst enemy and truth can be the most powerful weapon of all. 

This story has caused me both pride and grief.  I’ve had people refuse to read or even stop 
talking to me after reading this script, because the topic is so controversial and makes people 
uncomfortable.  My intention has always been to elicit an emotional response and I welcome 
that.  But I’ve also had strangers write letters to me after reading the script in a contest, 
thanking me for having the courage to tell this story. 

The most memorable letter I received was from Alex McPhail, director of the Austin Film 
Festival.  After he read “My Dirty Secrets”, he emailed me, saying he felt compelled to contact 
me. “You are a truly gifted writer,” Alex wrote. “You have mastered capturing children in dark 
and intense situations. Your characters somehow retain their childhood despite the fact their 
situations force them to transcend it and make very adult decisions.” I keep Alex’s letter tacked 
on my bulletin board and look at it every day.  

I directed my first film in 2010, a comedy-horror short entitled “Zombies Take The Schoolyard.” 
I wrote, cast, directed, produced and marketed the film, which screened at numerous film 
festivals across the country.  Directing “Zombies Take The Schoolyard” was an amazing 
experience and showed me that directing is a natural next step in my filmmaking career.  I 
loved working with my all-teenage cast and felt I did a good job of helping the actors express 
both the comedic, horrific and emotional elements of the story.  
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I currently have three other produced short films which I’ve written, including “Hours Before”, 
directed by actor Joel David Moore (who co-starred in “Avatar”.)  Each of the shorts has 
screened at film festivals nationally. “Hours Before” won the Audience Choice award at its 
premiere at HollyShorts in 2010.  Two additional shorts I’ve written, “Let Us Prey” and 
“Mother’s Day”, are in the process of being produced. I have been thoroughly involved in all 
phases of production for these shorts including budgeting, scheduling, casting, storyboarding 
and various tasks on the set.  Before embarking on my filmmaking career, I was involved in 
entertainment marketing for 15 years and I’ve utilized my expertise to market and promote 
each of these short films.  I also maintain a blog at http://jtuverson.com that documents my 
activities in filmmaking. 

While the subject matter of “My Dirty Secrets” is dark and taboo, the message is uplifting—
when a boy is drowning in shame, only the truth can set him free.  While the film is officially 
targeted to adults, I hope younger people will also see this film and will be inspired to rise 
above dire circumstances they may encounter in their lives.  

I have had many people tell me that “My Dirty Secrets” is a good story that will never get made. 
“It’s not commercial enough”, “it’s too tough to find a child actor who can pull it off”, “no one 
wants to go see a movie like that”, are just a few of the reasons expressed in a thick stack of 
rejection letters.  I refuse to allow those sentiments to detract me from my goal of making a 
living in the film business.  I’m going to make this movie, and I would love to have the support 
and guidance of the Film Independent Director’s Lab to help me make the best movie I can.   

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to introduce myself and for considering my work.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Tuverson 

 

 

 

 



MY DIRTY SECRETS 
 
Genre:  Drama/Thriller 
Length:  106 pgs. 
Logl ine:  With a manipulative predator as a tutor, a teenage boy is drawn into the lurid world of 

Internet prostitution when he struggles to keep himself and his younger brother from 
being separated after their single mother disappears. The only adult he trusts is a social 
worker, a grieving mother who establishes a unique phone friendship with him. The boy 
discovers in a world of dirty secrets, truth can be the most devastating weapon of all. 

 

SUMMARY 

SPORT McADAMS (14) lives with his brother OLIVER (10) and mother LAURA (36) in a threadbare 
apartment. Laura’s an unemployed photographer struggling to make ends meet, unable to pay the bills. 
Sport’s tired of going without; in an argument, Sport tells her to get out the hell out of his life. 

As Laura walks to a job interview the next day, she’s struck by a hit & run driver and critically hurt. A 
hoodlum steals her wallet with her ID. Laura is rushed to the hospital, comatose. Later that day, the 
boys arrive home to an empty apartment.  That night, aware something’s wrong, Sport goes to Laura’s 
room seeking a clue to where she is. He sees her toothbrush is gone (she actually threw it away earlier.) 
His 14-year-old logic concludes she has abandoned them. 

Sport discovers Laura let unpaid bills pile up. He calls the Department of Child & Family Services to 
find out what happens when kids are abandoned. He speaks to MIRIAM (38), who builds his trust. With 
no guarantee that he and Oliver can remain together, Sport decides he’ll maintain the roof over their 
heads until Laura returns. Sport charts the money owed by scrawling it across the wall in black magic 
marker--almost $2,500.  Sport tries to cash a welfare check it at the local bank. Teller SID (22) cashes it. 
After Sport leaves, Sid tracks him down. Exploiting Sport’s naiveté and need for cash, Sid pays the boy 
$50 for oral sex. As Sid drives him home, he promises more from others who can pay. Sport sees an 
opportunity to make the money he needs. 

Over the next days, Sport returns to Sid’s apartment and learns the trade of Internet prostitution, 
where adults cruise chat rooms looking for underage partners for quick sex. Sid offers to “watch out for” 
Sport for a cut of the profits. At home, Sport begins a new chart on the wall—this one keeps track of 
details about Sid. Sport keeps in touch with Miriam and finds out she lost her teenage son to cancer the 
previous year. Sport charts identifying details of his “customers” on the wall in his apartment. Money 
pours in.  

At the bank, Sid’s boss Ted confronts Sid—-there’s more here than just a boss and an employee. Ted 
found out about Sid’s “enterprise” through his friends, a network of pedophiles who frequent chat 
rooms and swap stories. Ted wants to get in on Sport, much to Sid’s dismay. He begs Ted to give this one 
a pass—-indicating Sid has set up this situation before with others. 

Sport and Miriam talk on the phone again—-a true friendship has blossomed. When she pleads with 
Sport to arrange a meeting, he withdraws and hangs up on her, afraid she’ll find out his secret. 

Later, Ted meets Sport at a coffee bar, charming the boy with knowledge of Sport’s favorite music 
and other things he likes. When Ted and Sport get back to Sid’s house, the door is locked. Sid is inside, 



but doesn’t answer—this was planned. Ted offers to take Sport back to his place and gives him $500 just 
so they can continue their interesting conversation. Trusting Ted, Sport agrees. 

At Ted’s apartment, Ted has his guest convinced that they’re “kindred spirits” before ambushing the 
confused boy and handcuffing him to a wooden table. With a digital camera to record the event, Ted 
tortures Sport, both psychologically and physically. Ted’s not only a pedophile—he’s also a sadist. He 
whips Sport across his back with a straightened coat hanger, held over a propane torch until it glows 
red-hot. If Sport tells anyone about the abuse, Ted promises to kill him and Oliver, too. 

Later, Sport treats the welts on his back while lying to a concerned Oliver how he got them. The 
walls are closing in. Days later, Sid leaves a threatening message: if Sport doesn’t return to “work” 
immediately, Sid will tell Oliver all about what Sport does at night. Who knows, says Sid. Maybe Oliver 
wants to play…  Sport is enraged. Grabbing a metal baseball bat, he leaves to kill Sid. He busts into Sid’s 
apartment; Sid, begging for his life, reveals that Ted is not only his boss, but his older brother, too. Ted 
used to “feed” his brother to similar men when Sid was younger. When Sid grew too old, he had to 
procure underage victims for the sex ring or suffer consequences. Sport leaves Sid alone, threatening to 
kill him if he ever steps near Oliver. 

As Sport returns home, Oliver’s gone. He goes out in the middle of the night to find him and almost 
loses his younger brother in a harrowing accident.  At home, Sport finds Laura’s toothbrush in the trash 
can—the one he thought she took when she left them. With this discovery, Sport looks through Laura’s 
stuff and finds her digital camera. He realizes that she didn’t abandon them and calls Miriam.  

The trio search for Laura, finding her comatose in an ICU ward. Miriam is going to break department 
rules and take them home overnight. When they stop back at the apartment, Sport grabs Laura’s 
camera and escapes. Miriam sees the wall with all of Sport’s clients. Shocked, Miriam calls her husband, 
DAN, a cop.  Sport breaks into Ted’s and Sid’s apartments, taking pictures and vandalizing. He then visits 
the bank, threatening to turn Sid over to the cops. If Sid will steal $5,000 in cash and bring it to Sport 
that evening, he promises Sid won’t go to jail for child assault. Sid steals the money and stuffs it in his 
pocket. Sport breaks into Ted’s office, and pulls a fast one on Sid, telling a bank employee that Sid stole 
money. They find the money on Sid, but hold Sport as an accomplice. The cops arrive. Ted invites them 
all back to his office to deal with the situation.  

Ted holds the door open for the procession and discovers: across the wall of his office is a huge 
photo spread. All Ted’s dirty secrets are exposed for everyone to see. Sport admits he’s one of Ted’s 
victims. Sid corroborates the story, says there were others. Ted seethes, promising Sid unending misery. 
Sport is victorious—-both his abusers are on their way to jail. 

But Sid isn’t finished yet. He manipulates Ted, forcing a situation where the police think Ted’s going 
for a weapon and shoot him dead. Miriam arrives amidst the confusion. Sport finally drops the mantel of 
guilt and responsibility he’s shouldered for so long.  Miriam tells her husband Dan that she wants the 
boys to come home with them until Laura recovers and can resume custody. The boys need her. Dan 
realizes she needs them too. 

Two months later:  Sport stands, dressed in a white shirt, black suit and tie. He stares down at the 
earth by his feet. Oliver stands next to him, dressed identically. They turn together, backs facing the 
headstone they just left, and walk toward a car parked in nearby. 

As they approach the car, the driver’s and passenger’s doors swing open.  Dan and Miriam get out, 
dressed for mourning.  Dan directs Oliver to his back seat; Miriam gets in her back seat, letting Sport ride 
shotgun. Four doors slam shut. Seatbelts lock. The engine roars to life. The car pulls out of the cemetery 
parking lot, and heads home. 
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1439 18th Street, #5 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
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BIO 

James Tuverson was trained at UCLA’s Professional Program in Screenwriting and Writer’s Boot 
Camp. His work has won numerous awards, including Best Screenplay at the California Independent 
Film Festival for “My Dirty Secrets”. His short “Hours Before” has been produced and directed by 
actor Joel David Moore (who played Dr. Norm Spellman in “Avatar”.) He has also written, filmed and 
produced two other shorts, “Heart Says It All” (dark comedy) and “Zombies Take The Schoolyard” 
(comedy-horror); another of his shorts, “Truth or Die”, was adapted by Swedish director Tom Grejs 
and filmed under the title “Sanner eller Död”.  All films are in the festival circuit and have screened 
at the Vancouver Film Festival, San Diego Film Festival and Washington D.C. Horror Short Film 
Festival among others. Right now, he’s working on his next film project. 

 
 
SCREENWRITING RECOGNITION 
 

 Mexico International Film Festival, 2011 Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Honolulu Film Awards, 2011  Silver Lei Award (The McSatans) 
 Golden Brad Awards, 2010   Semi-Finalist - Top 30 (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Gimme Credit Screenplay Competition, 2010 Semi-Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Yosemite Film Festival, 2010  Finalist (The McSatans) 
 SoCal Film Market 2010   Finalist (The McSatans) 
 Urban MediaMakers Film Festival, 2010 Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Colorado Film Festival, 2010  1st Place, Best Screenplay (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Flagstaff Film Festival, 2010              Finalist - Top 10 (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Beverly Hills Film Festival, 2010  Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Fade In Awards, 2009   Quarter-Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Austin Film Festival, 2008   2nd Round Quarter-Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Gimme Credit Screenwriting Contest, 2008 Semi-Finalist, Shorts  (Mother’s Day – short) 
 SoCal Independent Film Festival, 2008 Finalist, Top 3 (My Dirty Secrets) 
 SoCal Independent Film Festival, 2008 Semi-Finalist (Hours Before) 
 California Independent Film Festival, 2008 1st Place, Best Screenplay (My Dirty Secrets) 
 Scriptapalooza Screenwriting Awards, 2007 Semi-Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 PAGE Int’l Screenwriting Awards, 2007 Quarter-Finalist (My Dirty Secrets) 
 PAGE Int’l Screenwriting Awards, 2007 Quarter-Finalist (Hours Before) 
 AAA Screenwriting Awards, 2007  Quarter-Finalist (Hours Before) 
 AAA Screenwriting Awards, 2007  Script Consider (My Dirty Secrets) 
 An Abbreviated Screenplay, 2006  Top 3 (Father – short) 
 HypeFest Film Festival, 2005  1st Place (Hours Before – short) 
 A Writer’s Place, 2005   2nd Place (Hours Before – short) 
 SlamDance, 2005    3rd Place (Hours Before – short) 
 American Gem, 2005   Finalist (Let Us Prey – short) 
 Zoetrope.com, March 2005   Short Screenplay of the Month (Let Us Prey – short) 
 American Gem, 2004   Special Honor (Let Us Prey – short)             
 
 
 
 
 



 

COMPLETED FEATURE SCREENPLAYS 
 

T i t le :   THE McSATANS 

Genre:   Dark Comedy 

Length:  116 pgs. 

Log l ine:  A family of Satan worshippers tries to raise kids, keep faith in the Dark Master and make sense out of 
this crazy world. Luke McSatan has moved his family to an uptight Oregon town in search of converts 
on his quest to become a high priest, the most distinguished position in the Demonic Church. Too bad 
the town Sheriff has a problem with anyone's who's different, until thugs posing as Satanists threaten 
major destruction and the Sheriff needs Luke's unique expertise to save the day.  

 

T i t le :   THE VIKING WAY  

Genre:   Family Fantasy Adventure 

Length:  112 pgs. 

Log l ine:  A modern-day teenager is whisked back in time by Odin, King of the Norse Gods, to lead the Vikings in 
a war against evil Giants that threatens to destroy Humankind and the Gods themselves.  The boy 
must face his fears and learn the Viking Way to help defeat the enemy and save the future—including 
himself and his family—from being erased completely. 

 

T i t le :   MY DIRTY SECRETS  

Genre:   Drama/Thriller 

Length:  106 pgs. 

Log l ine:  With a manipulative predator as a tutor, a teenage boy is drawn into the lurid world of Internet 
prostitution when he struggles to keep himself and his younger brother from being separated after 
their single mother disappears. The only adult he trusts is a social worker, a grieving mother who 
establishes a unique phone friendship with him. What the boy discovers is that in a world of dirty 
secrets, truth can be the most devastating weapon of all. 

 

T i t le :  HOURS BEFORE  

Genre:   Drama/Thriller 

Length:  80 pgs. 

Log l ine:  Unraveled teenager Max holds his best friend Peter hostage the night before he plans a murderous 
assault on their high school. Desperately wanting his company—yet afraid of having his meticulous 
plans ruined—Max handcuffs Peter to a pipe in his garage, forcing him to stay while Max plans his 
deadly errand. This is an unpredictable story about the power of friendship and how a best friend can 
be your last chance. 

 

Title: HEROES OF TIME AND SPACE:  A History of the Future 

Genre: Sci-Fi Family Adventure 

Length: 119 pgs. 

Logline: At the end of the 21st Century, Earth is under siege by a hostile alien race that targets our planet for 
destruction; nothing in the global combined military can stop the attack. A diverse group of brilliant 
students, led by a quirky college professor, invent a device that snatches historical figures like Albert 
Einstein from the past in order to use their unique genius, experiences and perspective from history to 
affect the future and save the Earth from dying. 
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